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Town/City: = Town of Eastham 


Place: (neighborhood or village): 
Eastham Center 


Address: 2170 State Highway 
Historic Name: Shaw — Dill House 
Uses: Present: single-family residence 
Original: single-family residence 
Date of Construction: ca. 1795 
Source: censuses, deeds, vital records, historic maps 
Style/Form: Federal/end house 
Architect/Builder: unknown 


Exterior Material: 
Foundation: brick 


Wall/Trim: wood clapboard & wood shingle/wood 


Roof: asphalt shingle 


Outbuildings/Secondary Structures: 
barn 


Major Alterations (with dates): 
Rear wing enlarged and altered, late 20" c. 
Dormer added north sie, mid-20" c. 


Condition: good 
Moved: no] yesL] Date: 
Acreage: 0.61 acre 


Setting: The house and associated buildings are situated 
on the State Highway amid dense roadside development 
comprised of historic properties, more recent summer 
cottages and commercial buildings. 


12/12 Follow Massachusetts Historical Commission Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 
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[_] Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

Only more intensive physical investigation can determine if this house was built as early as 1795 for Rev. Philander Shaw and is 
the dwelling his widow sold to Freeman Dill in 1842 or if it was built for Dill afterwards. The story-and-a-half wood frame single 
dwelling with a front-gable roof, a three-bay front fagade and a side passage plan could have been built in either era. The wide 
corner pilasters may be additions. Otherwise, the simple Classical detailing along the roof edge and framing the tall doorway and 
transom are more consistent with the tastes of the Federal Period than with the Greek Revival. The narrow front fagade with a 
lone window in the upper story and unusual triangular windows in the corners of the gable (assuming they are original) is unique 
in the town and thereby difficult to categorize. It is possible it was the sophisticated conceit of an educated cleric rather than the 
home of a mariner, although Dill was known to be a “prominent fisherman.” The house is smaller than others on the highway 
built for many of the town’s mariners The sizeable brick chimney positioned between the principal rooms on the south side of the 
house suggests fireplaces rather than stoves were used for heat and supports an earlier construction date. There is a second 
entrance on the south side tucked under a porch. The kitchen wing attached to the rear of the house was altered in more recent 
years into what appears to be a second dwelling unit. A small store-and-a-half barn with a vehicle door in its front gable is 
located southeast of the house. Its roofline is distinguished by deep eaves and trim from a later period than the house. A cross- 
gable wing with a second vehicle door on a hanging track is engaged to the south side. The house is sited close to the highway 
at the north end of the frontage. A driveway enters south of the house and opens into a parking area in front of the barn. The 
rear yard is open to a distant vista of the marshes around Salt Pond Bay. 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE 

In November 1842, when Eastham master mariner Freeman Dill (1814-82) acquired the land on which 2170 State Highway 
stands, a house, barn, and outbuildings already existed on the ten-acre parcel. It had been all the real property in Eastham that 
the late Rev. Philander Shaw (1767-1841) had owned at the time of his death, and Dill bought the property from Shaw’s widow 
Lucy for $500. Shaw, the son of Marshfield cleric William Shaw, was ordained in Eastham and replaced Edward Cheever, 
longtime pastor of Eastham’s Second Congregational Church in 1795. Shaw’s dwelling was listed in the 1798 federal direct tax 
compilation for Eastham, and his household is shown in the central part of town through 1840. The 2170 State Highway house, 
may, in fact be Shaw’s house, but it can be clearly identified with Freeman and Elizabeth A. Dill in 1842.." 


The son of Edlad and Roxana Knowles Dill, Freeman Dill was born in Wellfleet and married Elizabeth A. Collins of Eastham in 
1839 and might have been living with his wife in his father’s Eastham home until he bought the Shaw property. The 1850 census 
lists him as a mariner with $628 in real estate in a household with his wife and their children Albert Freeman and Lauraetta 
Porter. The 1858 Eastham map marks the house “F. Dill.” The couple had two more children—Pauline Collins Dill in 1852 and 
Emma Elizabeth in 1860. The 1860 census lists Dill as a master mariner with $1200 in real estate with his wife and four children 
and twenty improved acres. By 1870 Dill had become a fisherman and was listed as one of the town’s “prominent” fisherman in 
an 1877 newspaper article. In 1880 he was farming, and he lived at 2170 State Highway with his wife, their unmarried daughter 
Emma (often shown as Elizabeth in censuses), and a boarding farm worker. Freeman Dill died in 1882, and in his will he left 
everything he owned to his wife Elizabeth to do with as she wished “without hindrance.” By 1884 the widowed Elizabeth Collins 
Dill was spending winters with her children; in 1887 she spent the winter in San Diego with son Albert, also a master mariner. 


Elizabeth Dill died in May 1905, and in her 1902 will she left cash bequests to her three married daughters and the rest of her 
estate to her daughters and son Albert. She named her daughter Pauline, who had married Plymouth surveyor William Bradford 


1 Lucy Shaw to Freeman Dill, 2 November 1842, BCD 35:91. Early Eastham ministers, including Cheever, had negotiated with their 
congregations not only a salary but a dwelling house and land that they and not their church corporations would own, and though no deed has 
survived documenting a sale of land or buildings to Shaw the same agreement clearly prevailed. Shaw was given 200 pounds to settle in town 
and an annual salary. About two months after his ordination, he married Dorcas Doane (1778-97), the daughter of Joel and Mehitable Walker 
Doane of Eastham. Her grave marker states that she died at the age of nineteen of “a languishment,” and a little more than a year later Shaw 
married again, to Lucy Crocker of Barnstable. Shaw died in October 1841. His will left nearly his entire estate, “including my house & land 
about nine acres of upland more or less together with one acre of salt meadow adjoining the same my barn & other outhouses” and his 
personal property to his wife Lucy. 
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in 1877, her executor. In September 1905 Pauline, her sisters, and the three children of their brother Albert, who had died in 
February of that year, deeded the homestead to Eastham native Solomon Thomas Cobb, and Pauline Bradford as executor sold 
it for $800 to Cobb.? The Yarmouth Register reported in August that “Mr Thomas Cobb of Dorchester, who is summering in town, 
has purchased the homestead of the heirs of the late Mrs Elizabeth Dill.”* The 1905 Eastham map attached the name “S. T. 
Cobb” to the 2170 State Highway house. 


S. Thomas Cobb (1847-1915), who generally went by Thomas, was the youngest child of Eastham farmer Thomas Cobb and his 
wife Priscilla Doane Cobb, and he was living in his parents’ household in this neighborhood through at least 1865. In 1876 he 
was Clerking for a fish dealer on Commercial Wharf in Boston when he married Henrietta Heald, a native of Clinton. The couple 
was living in Boston in 1880 with their children Etta M., born in 1878, and Thomas H., born in February 1880. By 1885 Cobb and 
George T. Freeman formed the wholesale fish firm Freeman and Cobb on Boston’s T Wharf, and he was president of that 
company by 1905. Son Thomas had died young, and in 1889 the Cobbs had son Frank Lewis Cobb and were living in 
Dorchester. 


Cobb died in Dorchester in March 1915, and Harrison G. Burgess, who married Cobb’s daughter Etta in 1901, was the 
administrator of his estate. In December that year the Burgesses and Frank L. Cobb, then living in Arlington, deeded 2170 State 
Highway to Thomas Cobb’s widow Henrietta.* She lived in Newton, in 1920 with her daughter and son-in-law and later on her 
own with a maid. She died by June 1955, and Etta Cobb Burgess and her brother Frank sold 2170 State Highway to Ralph E. 
and Elizabeth Swift. The Swifts owned 2170 State Highway until 1966, and the property changed hands three times by 2007, 
when Thomas B. and Heather L. Maillet of LaGrangeville, New York, acquired it. Heather Maillet was the owner of record in 
2020.° 
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The 2170 State Highway house is depicted on Lot A of the 1950 plan (BCP 113:73, above) and on 
Lot 1 of the 1966 plan (BCP 206:5, below). 


a. ca OFERFA 
_ongdpns scatbiac —onetban cae 


bee nl 
ee 
or FAR TAL alia on \ id 


Mars oF Henrrelta Cobb 
‘ 


Continuation sheet 3 


INVENTORY FORM B CONTINUATION SHEET EASTHAM 2170 State Highway 
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION Area(s) Form No. 


220 MORRISSEY BOULEVARD, BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02125 
[ _|_Eas.27 


PHOTOGRAPHS 


(credit Larson Fisher Associates, 2019 unless otherwise noted) 


View from west. 
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